FOREWORD                             adit
Immortality is not an attribute of the gods of Taste*.
They have their day and cease to be. After a time men
weary of a literary movement also; its force gets spent; and
the germs of change infect the air. New ideals are sought to
replace old ones. The "age psychology" represents a nebu-
lous and shapeless mass of discontentment. At that critical,
moment, the initiative of one sympathetic personality or work
can strengthen and illumine and give unconscious direction
to this potential energy. A precedent of departure, a line of
action is necessary to inspire and give courage to the timid
and the vacillating. And if the lead be followed, we can say
that, until the moment when phases of the archetype have-
evolved to the stage of common conscious literary property,,
any fresh production developing the plot, style, or suggestion
of the stimulant source reflects the "influence" thereof. It is*
in this sense that the word is interpreted in the following
pages. The work does not aim at being a history of the terror-
novel up to 18 20; nor is it a mere enumeration of plagiarisms..
To show how and in what direction The Castle of Otranto
started to exercise an influence; to trace its first manifes-
tations and its gradual rise; and to indicate when and why it
ceased to be an active creative force; in short, to estimate the
real significance of The Castle of Otranto and the place
it occupied in the period 1764-1820 is the object of the
present study.